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Polo scene, was
approached by a man who
had the ex-David Finlay
Polo G40 Cup racoe car for
sale. Although it had heavy
rear damage, the running
goar could be saveod.
The chance to buy such
a vehicle dossn’t happen
every day and it wasn't
long belore money
swapped hands and Steve
found himself the proud
owner of 8 somewhat
crumpled supercharged
Polo race car.

The Polo G40 Cup race
series ran from early 1982,
Inktially being supported

by YW and Shell, with the
cars using sealed 113 bhp
engines, gearboxes and
superchargers to onsura
a level playing field.

Compaetition springs,
dampers, suspension
bushes, brake pads, oll
cooaler, sump baffle and
exhaust were all suppliod
as part of an official race
kit with thoe cars. Each
had to use ‘control’ Dunlop
racing tyres and the stock
G4a0-spec 5.5 % 13-inch
BES rims.

The race series was
designed to boost the public
image of the Polo G40 (as

did the Vonto Challenge
for the booted Goll...) and
there's no denying thal the
hot hatches were extremely
quick. The racing Polos,
which tipped the scales at
730 kg, somo 100 kg lighter
than their road-going
counterparts, would lap
Brands Hatch in around
55 secs at 78 mph and, at
the time, they were the
fastest of all the one-make
racing series!

Knowing that he had
an extremely potent
powerplant on his hands
and not wanting to stick
it in his concours Polo N,
the search was on for a
sultable recipient vehicle.

After two months of ‘looking

at overpriced, townbound,
battered and seeminaly
always white' Polo Mk 3s
Steve began to get slightly
dispirited.

Howaeaver, at the 1997
GTI Festival at the MAS
near Peterborough, Steve
got chatting to a fellow
G40 owner who had a high-
mileage Genesis up for sale
at a reasonable price, And,
best of all, it wasn't white!

A trip to Watford later that
day revealed just the car
Steve had been looking for
and he soon became the
owner of K232 ARP: a 1993
Indian Red Polo Genesis
coupe with 106,000 miles
on the clock.

The Genesis was a
spaecial model brought out
near the end of the Mk 3
Polo model lifespan and it's

-

based on a Fox, with loads
of extras fitted. These
include a sliding steeal
sunroof, height adjustable
driver's seat; a rev-counter,
a split-folding rear seat,
tinted glass and a sporls
steering wheel (the samo
style as the G40's but
sans leather). Two engine
versions were offered; a
1050 cc and & 1272 co
S5-spoed model, as is the
case here. Once Steve had
got the Genesis back o
Nottingham then the
creation began...

He started by dumping
the wheesls [someone had
fitted some ghastly three-
spoke alloys, he tells us!)
and then ripping out the
criginal 55-bhp engine and
gearbox. The next parts to
be ditched were the original
suspension struts - a wise
move given the substantial
hike in power that the Polo
was about to receivel

The actual G40 Cup
engine appeared to be in

good order, and although
the speedo of the race car
indicated 11,000 miles, only

‘2,000 of these are repuled

to have been track miles.
After s thorough clean and
a repaint with Sporex heat-
resistant paint, the engine
was slotted in place in the
Genesis, together with the
G40 wiring loom,

The race car also donated
its gearbox, suspension
and parts of its exhaust,
although a straight-through
middle pipe and a Remus
back box have now super-
ceded the latter. Being a
K-reg vehicle, the catalytic
converter has had to remain
in place,

With the running gear
sorted, Steve then treated
the bodywork to a spruce-
up, repainting the stone-
chipped bonnel and colour-
coding the bumpers
(a surprisingly effective
mod). Unlike G40 Polos; the
Genesis doesn't come fitted
with plastic wheelarch trims
or sill mouldings, which
enabled Steve to get the
car looking really smooth
and ‘Eura’...
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@ Custom dials and jazzy blue centre paneis

Clear front indicators have
been fitted up front, with
smoked side repeaters and
rear lenses finishing off the
exterior look. To heep it
looking like a proper '@’ car,
and to annoy the local GTi
boys, the car's original
‘Genesis' badging remains...

Before it hit the streets,
Steve tock the precaution
of getting it equipped with
a full Scorpion Thatcham
Cat 1 alarm (fitted by Paul
Tomlinson at Dockholme
Garage) and a set of
armoured door plates from
C&R Enterprises. 'After all
this work the last thing |
wanted was for it to go
missing!

He wasn't yet satisfied
with the look of the car,
though, and decided
that a new set of alloys
would have to be sourced.
He seltled on a set of
tasteful five-spoke Azev A
rims and although these
are anly 14-inch in diameter

(youw'd swea
ﬂi:'].l.mr "w’u arches to
Hection. Thoy're wrapped

In Yokohama AS20 rubber
lin size 185/50-14 .

The brakes were next
on Steve's hit list and he

of the G40 trim add a touch of colour to the
interior. And just look at the size of those

door speakers!
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